
� Simcoe County 
� District School Board 

June 20, 2019 

The Honourable Stephen Lecce 
Minister of Education 
22nd Floor, Mowat Block 
900 Bay Street 
Toronto, ON 
M7A 1L2 

Dear Minister Lecce, 

On behalf of the Board of Trustees for the Simcoe County District School Board (SCDSB), I 
would like to express our need for a request for capital priorities project funding submissions. 
While we recognize the fiscal challenges facing the Province of Ontario, the last request for 
submissions from the Ministry of Education was on June 12, 2017, more than two years ago. 

This is particularly challenging for school boards with growing populations and enrolment such 
as the SCDSB. Simcoe County is experiencing significant residential growth in a number of our 
municipalities. Overall, the total number of residential units expected to be built over the next 15 
years exceeds 91,000 which will generate in excess of 20,500 public elementary and secondary 
students. The board is already seeing significant impacts of this growth in many of our southern 
municipalities where residential growth has been substantial and is continuing. It follows that 
this new growth requires new schools to adequately accommodate students. 

In the entirety of Bradford/West Gwillimbury for instance, our elementary utilization for the 
coming year will well exceed 140 percent across six elementary schools. While a seventh 
elementary school is currently in the design process, we have an urgent need for another 
elementary school in the area. In the interim, the SCDSB is using portables, 42 at four schools 
in the community of Bradford alone, while also busing students from new subdivisions to 
schools outside of the community. Even these strategies are approaching their limits, since 
school sites have portable limitations due to municipal zoning and building code requirements 
and rural schools have defined limits set under the Ministry of Environment, Conservation and 
Parks, regarding private servicing (septic). Staff is currently using every strategy at their 
disposal to reasonably accommodate students as best as they possibly can. 

In addition to the Bradford community, we are also seeing substantial residential and enrolment 
growth in the Township of Essa, Town of lnnisfil, Town of New Tecumseth, City of Orillia and 
City of Barrie. These are the areas where the Board of Trustees has identified its most high and 
urgent capital needs and pressures. In total, a demonstrated immediate and short term need 
exists that requires eight new elementary capital projects and two secondary capital projects 
throughout our jurisdiction. Further needs are also projected as the County continues to grow 
and the province's housing supply action plan is implemented. Considering the amount of time 
required for the planning, site acquisition, design, and construction of a facility, we feel it is 
critical to begin these projects as soon as reasonably possible in order to best serve our 
communities and to be able to reasonably provide student accommodation for children and 
families. 
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